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Ishtia Ammona
(The Beginnings)



Chahta Amptoba Hopaki Aminti
Hosh Himakvla

(The Development of Choctaw Pottery)



Cooking Eating Storage

Glue-production Medicine-preparation Textile-production

Lukfi Atoba Isht Vtta
(Ceramics’ Functional Uses)

Dye-production Gift/Trade Items Offerings

Protective Coverings Incense-holders Musical Instruments

Fire-Transporters



• Sacred materials and processes

• Embodiment of traditional knowledge

• Integral part of traditional culture

• Physical expression of connection between people and land

Lukfi Atoba Imanukfila
(The Cognitive Aspects of Ceramics)

• Avenue of artistic expression

• Symbol of individual and group identity

• Connection with ancestors and family



Hina Nishkin Okchi Lvwa Ampo
(Trail of Tears Eating Bowls)



Hina Nishkin Okchi Lvwa Shoti
(Trail of Tears Cooking Pots)



Ilehobachit Chahta Lukfi Atoba
Inlachi Tahli

(Colonization’s Impacts on Choctaw Ceramics)



1900ash, Chahta Ilukfi Atoba
(Choctaw pottery, 1900s)



• Research Process and materials

• Locate Choctaw people with an interest in Choctaw pottery

• Obtain the appropriate raw materials

• Recruit teachers

Chahta Lukfi Atoba Himonachi
(Revitalizing Choctaw Ceramics)

• Recruit teachers

• Hold long-term classes to teach all aspects of Choctaw pottery

• Locate a market for students’ pottery



• Resist assimilation through educating a new generation of Choctaw
potters;

Himmak Nittak, Amptoba-yvt
Isht Achukmala Hinla

(Possible Contemporary Benefits of Ceramics)(The
Possible Contemporary Benefits of Ceramics)

• Provide creative outlet and economic opportunity for Tribal members;

• Connect elders and youth;

• Support Choctaw language and traditional diet



Ikhvna Aiaminti
(Sources of Information)

• The elders

• Traditional artists

• The Choctaw language

• Archaeological materials and reports

• Ethnohistoric documents• Ethnohistoric documents

• The physical characteristics of the materials and processes
involved



Yakni Hollo
(Sacred Earth)



Lukfi Nia Aiena Itibanni
Lhampkochachihosh

(Tempers)

• 1,000 B.C. Fiber

• 500 B.C. Sand• 500 B.C. Sand

• AD 550 Grog

• AD 1050 Mussel Shell

• AD 1750 Addis



Lukfi Atoba Ikbit Vlhkoa
(Building Pottery)



Ampo Millintichi
(Polishing a Serving Vessel))



Luak Hvshtahli Itichapa
(Fire, The Friend of God)



Luachi
(Firing)



Ampo Oshobolhichi
(Smudging a Serving Vessel)



Ampkoa
(Broken Pottery)



Shoti Micha Ampo
(Cooking Pots and Eating Bowls)



Chahta Lukfi Atoba Aiikhvna
(Pottery Class)



• NPS Grant #40-09-NA-4046 (Heritage Preservation)

• Tribal Council Budget Appropriation

Lukfi Atoba Aiikhvna Attobachi
(Funding Pottery Class)



Amptvnna Himona Imatalhi
(Class Recruitment)



• 4 regular classes

• 1 monthly roving class

Lukfi Atoba Aiikhvna Imatalhi
(Class Setup)

• Demonstrations and oral presentations at larger venues as
requested



Antlers Tvmaha Lukfi Atoba
Aiikhvna

(Antlers Pottery Class)



Poteau Tvmaha Lukfi Atoba
Aiikhvna

(Poteau Pottery Class)



Idabel Tvmaha Lukfi Atoba
Aiikhvna

(Idabel Pottery Class)



Durant Tvmaha Lukfi Atoba
Aiikhvna

(Durant Pottery Class)

QuickTime™ and a
decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



Lukfi Atoba Aiikhvna Nowa
(Roving Classes)

• Jena Band of Choctaw Indians

• University of Oklahoma

• Moundville, AL

• Tvshkahumma, OK

• Oklahoma City, OK

• Sherman, TX

• Ada, OK

• McAlester, OK

• Coalgate, OK

• Bennington, OK



Lukfi Atoba Aiikhvna 2009-2012
(Pottery-Making Classes 2009-2012)

• 210 full class sessions at 15 locations,

395 students

• 27 abbreviated classes at 13 locations,

725 students

• 21 demonstrations at 13 locations,

audience 27,500

• 4 publications

• 2 TV commercials



Amptvnna Impunna
(Skilled Potters)



Himmak Pila
(The Future)



Contact

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

Historic Preservation Department

Ithompson@choctawnation.com

1-800-522-6170 ext. 2216


